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Media Advisory 
 

Friday, February 3, 2017 
 

Hillside Community School workshop & agenda 
 

Approximately 32 Grade 6 Hillside students will be attending a workshop with staff from the City of 
Grande Prairie on Monday, February 6, 2017 from 8:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  The purpose of the 
workshop is to engage the students in brainstorming, sketching, and sharing ideas regarding the 
future plans to redesign the Hillside neighbourhood. The City of Grande Prairie’s Planning and 
Development team initiated the workshop for the students that will take place at Hillside Community 
School. 
 
Date: Monday, February 6, 2017 
Time: 8:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
Location: Hillside Community School, 9410-106 Avenue, Grande Prairie, AB, T8V 1H8 

 
The activity is intended to be a hands on and fun way for students to learn about public engagement 
and share their ideas and inspirations on what they would like their neighbourhood to look like. The 
event begins with an introduction by City staff and will follow with a series of activities. For more 
details about the agenda, please see attached document. 
 
Note: The event is for Hillside grade 6 students, staff and City staff. If you wish to attend the event 
for the purpose of taking photographs or providing media coverage, please contact Mr. Mohammad 
Haidar, Design & Art Direction Specialist/Communications, at 780-532-4491. 
 
About Grande Prairie Public School District (GPPSD): The Grande Prairie Public School District 
is a learning community in the city of Grande Prairie responsible for the education of over 8,000 
students. The Grande Prairie Public School District is proud to provide a variety of Preschool, 
French Immersion, Montessori, Christian Education, sports-focused and International Baccalaureate 
programs catered to students and parents of the Grande Prairie community. Growing from 15 
schools to 18 schools by September 2017, the District serves students from Preschool through 
Grade 12 and believes in creating a nurturing environment where “Every Student Succeeds.” For 
more information, please visit www.gppsd.ab.ca and follow GPPSD2357 on Facebook and Twitter. 

 
-30- 

 
  Media contacts:  
Mohammad Haidar 
Design & Art Direction Specialist / 
Communications 
Grande Prairie Public School District #2357 
780-532-4491 
communications@gppsd.ab.ca 

 

 

http://www.gppsd.ab.ca/
mailto:communications@gppsd.ab.ca


Hillside Community School Workshop Agenda 

1. 8:40-8:55  Introduction 

2. 8:55-9:10  Discussion: What’s your favorite park or public space? Why?  

3. 9:10-10:00  Site Visit 

4. 10:00-10:15  Recess  

5. 10:15-10:30 Presentation City Planning, Parks and Engineering 

6. 10:30-11:45  Design Activities Roy Peterson Park and 96 Street 

7. 11:45-12:22  Lunch and Recess 

8. 12:25-12:55  Design Presentations 

9. 12:55-1:25  Sticker Exercise 

10. 1:25-1:55  Combining Ideas 

11.  1:55-2:25 Combined Design Presentations 

11. 2:25-2:45  Conclusion 
 
12. 2:53   End of School Day 
 

Exercise with 6th Grade Student (Approximately 32 Students) 
Students will be divided into 6 teams of 5-6 students. Half of the teams will work on 96 Street and the 
other half will work on Roy Peterson Park. Each team will be assigned a character that represents a user 
group. The teams will be asked to try to think like their character so that their park or street design 
reflects the needs of this group, while being considerate of the needs of other users. The characters may 
include seniors and people with limited mobility, young children, parents, teenagers, people their own 
age, and people who live next to the park. 

1. Introduction 
City staff will make a brief presentation explaining the workshop and providing examples of the different 
elements of public spaces. 

2. Discussion 
Teams will be asked to go around the table and discuss what their favourite public spaces are and why 
they liked these places. Then the larger group will discuss what types of places people mentioned and 
what common reasons they had for liking these places. 

3. Site Visit 
Groups will be led on a site visit by a facilitator. One group will visit Roy Peterson Park and the Other 96 
Street. Facilitators will talk to the teams about the design process and what they look for during site 
visits. The students will be asked to discuss their observations. 



4. Recess 
Students will have their regularly scheduled recess. 

5. Presentation 
City staff from the Parks, Engineering, and Planning departments will make a presentation explaining 
what they do. They will also explain what the Area Redevelopment Plan is and how workshop fits in with 
the project. 

6. Design 
Teams will have a poster sized worksheets with a basic overview of their site. They will have a range of 
materials available to work with including construction paper, cardboard, pencils and markers, to create 
their design. They will be asked to write down the key features of their designs. 

7. Lunch and Recess 
Students will have lunch and recess at their regular time. 

8. Design Presentations 
Each of the designs will be put up on a wall. One or two students from each team will present their 
design to the group. They will be asked to explain what they thought the needs of their characters were 
and how that led to their designs. 

9. Sticker Exercise 
Students will each be given 12 stickers and asked to put them next to the design features they like. 

10. Combining Designs 
One facilitator will lead a discussion with the group on the most popular ideas. Another facilitator will 
assist a student in drawing the preferred ideas onto worksheet. After all the top ideas have been 
included, the facilitator will lead a group discussion about the combined design. 

11. Combined Design Presentations 
The groups will come back together for presentations of the combined designs. One or two students will 
present the combined vision for Roy Peterson Park, then one or two students from the other group will 
present the combined design for 96 Street. 

12. Conclusion 
City staff will explain what the next steps are in the ARP process and how the designs will be used.  
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